Teaching Artist: Beth Anne Musiker

Defining Home – Exploring Personal Narrative through Songwriting
Lesson One: 
CCSS addressed: 

LOI:  How/Why do the lyrics of The House That Built Me by Tom Douglas and Allen Shamblin speak to our universal need to re-examine and reinforce our internal sense of “home” from time to time.
Warm-up:  Word association brainstorming:  What’s the first thing that comes to mind when I say “house” – “home” etc. What are some common words/phrases that we typically associate with “home” as a concept and/or as a place physical, mental or emotional? What might be some phrases – perhaps a proverb, maxim, metaphor, analogy, refereeing to “home” that might expect to see on a cross stitch or needle point - etc. e.g. – Home is where the Heart is… There’s no place like home…etc.

 “Lost”? Words we associate with losing one’s/our way? Finding one’s way? “Broken”? 
Guided Meditation:
Great ideas – now that we’ve got our juices flowing – Let’s dig in a little deeper. Have your paper/notebook and pen or pencil ready to use but not in your hands and I invite you to just close your eyes as we take a little journey in our mind’s eye:
Thinking about all the associations we’ve just listed:
· If you could go “home” – where would that be for you?
· How does “home” mean to you?
· Where did you feel safest?
· Where does your head/heart turn in times of personal crisis, turmoil, confusion or feeling like you’ve lost your way

· What place real or imagined seems to ground you best?

· Is there a special place that gives you a sense of absolute safety and well being?

· Think about the places, people, things feelings that give you a sense of belonging:

· Where did you become “you”?
· Where did you or where do you find or rediscover yourself?

· Where are your memories of your core development?
· What would it be like to return to this place today? Not just in your imagination but in reality?

· Have you ever lost your way?

· How did you find your way back?

As you return to the space - take a few minutes to write down what you most want to remember from that meditation experience – what were there images you find compelling, rich, comforting, evocative etc. Why do you want to remember these particular things? (Approx. 15 minutes to this point)
Activities: 
· Take a look at the images/ideas you’ve noted both personally and as a group and spend a few minutes to see what sort of story – or narrative – wants to emerge? I’d like you to consider the story being told in the form of a song lyric or poem. You may just want to outline the shape of the narrative but you are welcome to develop your ideas as much as you can in the next 3-5 minutes. It need not be long, finished or perfected in any way shape or form in the time allotted.  (Approx 5 mins.)

· I’d like you to find a partner – preferably someone you don’t know or haven’t worked with before. Take a couple of minutes to share your ideas – images – the shape of your narrative. Partner take note (mental or written) of what really stands out to you in your partners work – maybe a feeling it evokes or an image that strikes you – the style of the writing – is there something you find interesting/compelling - but please refrain from providing any sort of feedback just yet. (Approx. 5 mins.)
· Swap roles and repeat. (Approx. 5 mins.)
· Once both partners have shared - take a couple of minutes to share your observations with each other. No fixes or constructive criticism – just observations and the ideas and images that really stayed with you – struck a chord?

· Time to co-write. Take the next (10 mins?) and see if there might be a creative way to either a) combine the work of both partners &/or b) select the writing of one of the partners and take it to the next level as a team. What can you do to elevate and deepen the work? Consider the audience for this bit of writing – what do you want the audience to experience when they hear the lyric?
· Is there one phrase that really stands out but the rest needs an overhaul? Where does it go from here? If there are multiple good or even great ideas – which one would you like to mine first. Allow working with a partner to take the work in a new direction in part or in whole. 
· If you are feeling brave perhaps you might consider the style of music that might best suit this lyric – what would help to make these words really sing out? I’d like to encourage you to consider adding a melody to your lyrics! 

Share as many as there is time for! Or have pairs share with other pairs. 
Reflection: 
There is reflection built into each step of the lesson. We will also take a minute discuss their process - their choice making. What was your solo process? How was that altered by partnering?  Did you enjoy co-writing? What was it like to work with someone you didn’t know? Etc.
Performance:

Play The House That Built Me and reflect on the connection between our work and the song. The process of the writers etc.

Debating whether or not to provide the lyrics to the song and if so whether I’d like to put them on a screen or in a handout. They appear on the following page!

(Ideally – this is about 1 hour into the lesson)

The House That Built Me Lyrics
Written by Tom Douglas & Allen Shamblin
I know they say you can’t go home again
I just had to come back one last time
Ma’am I know you don’t know me from Adam
But these handprints on the front steps are mine

Up those stairs in that little back bedroom
Is where I did my homework and I learned to play guitar
I bet you didn’t know under that live oak
My favorite dog is buried in the yard

I thought if I could touch this place or feel it
This brokenness inside me might start healing
Out here it’s like I’m someone else
I thought that maybe I could find myself

If I could just come in I swear I’ll leave
Won’t take nothing but a memory
From the house that built me

Mama cut out pictures of houses for years
From Better Homes and Gardens magazine
Plans were drawn and concrete poured
Nail by nail and board by board
Daddy gave life to mama’s dream

I thought if I could touch this place or feel it
This brokenness inside me might start healing
Out here it’s like I’m someone else
I thought that maybe I could find myself

If I could just come in I swear I’ll leave
Won’t take nothing but a memory
From the house that built me

You leave home and you move on and you do the best you can
I got lost in this old world and forgot who I am

I thought if I could touch this place or feel it
This brokenness inside me might start healing
Out here it’s like I’m someone else
I thought that maybe I could find myself

If I could walk around I swear I’ll leave
Won’t take nothing but a memory
From the house that built me
Now that we’ve built our house - let’s deconstruct it!
· First share in big broad brush strokes – Answers to be scribed on board.

· What did we actually do? What was the order of events as you experienced it?
· Would you say each part of the lesson prepared you for the next?

· In what way did the lesson prepare you to encounter the WOA?

· What areas of the curriculum were utilized?
· What learning styles addressed?

· Participants each receive elements and outline of AE lesson doc and possibly the lesson plan itself.

· Let’s review the process as written on handout and as it intersects with the lesson participants have just experienced and with a focus on the four core elements.
· Share ideas for how teaching in this methodology might augment curriculum?

· THESE QUESTIONS ARE FROM SCEA – JB LESSON:

· What did you notice about the process of this aesthetic education lesson that is different from other arts integration processes with which you may be more familiar? 
· Has this aesthetic education experience triggered any new ideas for how you might utilize arts integration to elicit your students untapped competencies across multiple literacies?  How can students effectively employ the arts to communicate?
· How can you bolster your students' ability to communicate through the arts using the process of aesthetic education you experienced today?  How do aesthetic experiences transfer across the curriculum?
how might you use a similarly constructed lesson in your own classroom or to illuminate any particular subject or WOA? Dow it seem useful. 
[great way to trick students into creative writing!! – they know the subject matter and they are applying a creative form and technique]
· I would love to have enough time following this blow by blow to ask participants to  do a Notice Wonder exercise and then challenge them to begin to outline their own idea for lesson plan for this song per the discussion/outline.
