About the
Show!

jective with the show:

Make the American political process
accessible and understandable for

young audiences.

Show Description:

Just in time for election season...join
Lady Liberty and Uncle Sam as they
take your audience on a journey through
America. Your students will learn how
the political process works, the
differences between the Judicial,
Legislative and Executive branches and
what it means to vote. At various points
during the show, your audience will
take part in a live-action game show
component featuring patriotic prizes
while our hosts entertain them with their
hilarious antics. From the Constitution
to the Declaration of Independence to
the swing vote, this show will leave no
political stone unturned.

Grades 3rd through 8th

American Democracy: A lil crash course...

Did you know that the word Democracy is never mentioned in the
Declaration of Independence or the US Constitution. Our founding fathers
were actually a little worried about true democratic rule, but they did view
it as a better idea than the monarchies of Europe. This is how we got our
Representative Democracy—as it keeps our government a manageable size.
The Founders also preferred the term ‘Republic’ to ‘democracy’ because it
described a system they preferred: the interests of the people were
represented by more knowledgeable or wealthier citizens. The term
democracy comes to us from the Greek words: “demos” (The people) and
‘kratia” (Power or authority) So Democracy means a form of government
where the power is given to the people.

What is this show?
Bright Star Touring Theatre is
a professional touring theatre
for young audiences. This performance
is performed by professional actors who
are traveling the country in a mini-van
and three different shows. They will
travel about 1,000 miles a week
educating young audiences throughout
the country. We are really excited to be
working with you and your young

Have no fear we don’t get into dirty
politics....

Our American political process is riddled with complicated words,
phrases and systems. We want to help make the whole thing a lot
more accessible, while celebrating what makes America just so
great in the process. We craft shows that have lots of material for
both our targeted young audience as well as their adult chaperones
and teachers. We hope you too will have a laugh, learn something
and leave the show just a little more prepared for the next round of
elections!




CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES!

MAKE A LAW (Best for Grades 3-5; Materials Needed: Pen
& Paf:er) Divide your classroom into groups of 4-5. Have each
group come up with a new law and then present it to the
class. Have the class vote and decide if the law should
pass. J

HAVE A CLASS ELECTION (Best for Grades 5-8; Materials Needed:
Pasteboard & Markers) Hold classroom elections just for your class. Decide
upon the future elected officials (i.e., Class President, Vice President,
Treasurer, etc.) and their specific job duties. Let each individual decide if
they’d like to run. Set an election date and let the campaigning begin! Make
sure the candidates know if there will be a debate, how long they have to
run and give them tips on how to convince others to vote for them.

If I Were President I Would... (Best for Grades 3-4;
Materials Needed: Pencil, Paper, Crayons) Have each students write a
page that begins with ‘If I were President, I would...) and then let them
fill in the rest. Have them draw a picture of themselves as the President

of the United States on the bottom and then post them up on the wall for .

everyone to admire.

Discussion Points

1. What are the 3 branches of government and
what is the burpose of each of them?

_. i
How does the election process work? Is anyone
allowed to run fop office?

3. Why is it Important to vote? Does your vote really
make a difference?

4. What are things the government decideg? Are
there things they shouldn’s decide?

V;.l V\Zha,t is the point of having g, government at 119
at does a, government do that makes g, difference
for our country?
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Color the United States!

DIOWY JO
SOUDLS POIYR



FUN FACTS:

« The White House houses the Executive Branch of
government and is the home of the President of the
United States of America.

» George Washington chose the winning design for the
White House. It was originally built between 1792 to
1800. But he never lived in the building because he
died before it was completed.

« A fire destroyed the inside of the building in 1814 and
was reconstructed 3 years later.

» John Adams was the first president to live there.

« It holds 132 rooms within it’s 6 stories, and has 35
bathrooms. 2 of those floors are reserved for the First
Family. It also has a jogging track, movie theater, pool
tables, bowling alley and tennis court!

» About 6,000 people visit the White House each day
and you can too, it’s address is 1600 Pennsylvania,
Avenue, Washington D.C.

FUN FACTS:

«The Pentagon houses offices for the military, such as
the United States Air Force, Marine Corps, Navy,
Army, and the Office of the Secretary of Defense.

It was built in only 16 months. 13,000 people worked
on the construction site. On January 15, 1943 the
building was completed.

It is the widest office building in the world, with more
than 17 miles of hallways!

It has 284 bathrooms and 691 water fountains! It also
holds other offices like banks, cafeterias, a subway and
bus station and tons of other stores.

*More than 106,000 people visit the Pentagon each
year for tours, you can go too, it’s located in Arlington,
VA.

«It is a National Historic Landmark because of it’s
history and unique shape.

«In the center of the Pentagon is a 5 acre courtyard.

states.

2. Conservative: A person who favors more limited government and more

traditional values.

3. Democracy: A political system in which the people are said to rule directly

or indirectly.

4. Liberal: A person who favors more active government to aid in business,

social welfare, and rights for people.

5. Poll: A survey of the publics opinion.

6. Social Movement: An idea that is widely shared that demands change in

some part of the social or political order.

7. Veto: A message the President sends Congress to disapprove a bill.

US GOVERNMENT VOCABULARY

. Amendments: Changes in or additions to the US Constitution voted in by
two-thirds of the state legislatures and agreed on by three-fourths of the




YOU CAN BE AN
ACTOR, TOO!

Where to start: All of our
actors started out playing
and telling stories when they
were young -then they
decided to study acting in
school. Now they are pros!
Here are some ways you
can start doing theatre right
away!

In School! Does your
school have plays or musical
performances? This is a
great place to start.

In Your Community! Many
towns have community
theaters or local acting
groups. See if you can try
out!

Start Something! If your
school doesn’t have a drama
club or a theatre club, talk
to your favorite teacher
about how you might be
able to start one.

At Home! Get together
with friends, cousins,
brothers, sisters and make
your own play. You can
make up plays based on
your favorite books and
stories. Invite family and
friends to see your
performance.

Try your best at new

things! There are lots of
jobs in the theatre besides
acting. Painters, set
builders costumers,
playwrights and more!

Before,

Attending the theatre is very different from watching
TV or going to the movies. For one thing, the actors
are real people who are performing right then and
there. They can see and hear everything that
happens in the audience. Because of this, YOU are an
important part of the play and its important to do
your job as an audience member well. Here are some
tips before you see the play.

1. Please be quiet and respectful so everyone else
around you can hear what’s happening and so the
actors can do their job.

2. The actors may ask you to participate. Don’t be
afraid to respond, ask a question or volunteer!

3. Keep your hands to yourself and your eyes up front.

4. If you like the play, be sure to clap at the end.

5. Have fun and enjoy!

After Seeing
the Play...

Write your own review of the play!

;: review is a way of telling your thoughts about a play,
ook. Consider the following when you are writing yo;

During and After the Play...

 FUN FACTS
- ABOUT

After a play is over and everyone

goes home, there is always a '!ight : ‘

left on backstage. It’s called a ghost

~ light!

_ The oldest play
that is still around was written by

an Ancient Greek named Aeschylué,‘

~It’s almost 2500 years old!

The longest pe'rfq’rm"ahCe
~on stage ever was over 23 hours

."lqng! It happened in New ]g(éey'in :

-2010.

WiIIiém}ShakeSpéa’r'e isa fdmpus_ S
playwright, actor and poet. He
wrote 37 plays like Romeo & Juliet, -
~ Macbeth and Hamlet and is still
quoted by many people. There are
157 millioh_'goog'le.page's,th_ai:' ;
mention him--the most t.)f‘any'

” famous;persQn ever!

£ In theatre, it is
s cons’ideféd{;
‘bad luck to tell
an actor,
“Good luck”
¥ d béforé_a :
pe'rformancé.
movie or "'lnfst_eauc‘l,_'ypql’vr‘e :
rreview, | Supposedto
- say, “Breaka
leg!” Novo"né
~ really knows
~ why, but actors
say it ahyWay! :




Facts about us!

I. Did you know we’re owned by
an Emmy winning actor?

Our actors average 1,000
miles a week traveling the
country to entertain young
audiences.

. Our programs have been seen
in almost every corner of the
country and even around the
world.

. We watch over 1200 actors
audition before we cast our
season.

. We offer dozens of different
shows a season from Black
History & anti-bullying to
literary classics, science and
more!

. We tour to Moscow & St.
Petersburg, Russia each year
with performances.

. We’re based in Asheville, NC.

ABOUT Us!

Founded in 2003, Bright Star
Theatre tours the nation offering
high quality, affordable brograms
to every imaginable venue. We’ve

had countlesg engagements at the
National Theatre, toured to

Moscow and are S0 grateful to be
1n your very school today!

BRIGHT STAR THEATRE

Learn more about this show, this
company & our whole Season:

USATO Z



http://www.brightstartheatre.com
mailto:David@brightstartheatre.com
http://www.brightstartheatre.com
mailto:David@brightstartheatre.com

