Zig Wajler – Hands On with Zig 

Zig's Musical Journey –  a cross curricular and multicultural performance - GUIDE
Zig's Musical Journey: Overview

A highly interactive multicultural experience featuring a battery of world percussion introducing rhythms, sounds, and song-styles from around the world with authentic traditional world instruments, folk songs and original compositions. Audience members participate with hands on interaction including basic rhythm patterns, instrument names, chants, and form various ensembles culminating in a large world music ensemble finale. Cross curricular connections include social studies, math, language arts, historical and cultural content reinforced through active audience participation. The program features world musical styles including; African, Native American, Latin, Hip-Hop, Jazz, and Caribbean among others. As an extension of the classroom, students will make a connection how music relates to their daily lives. Grade appropriate content.

Relating to the National and State Standards for Music:

The program reinforces National Standards one through nine and addresses sub-categories.  And references State Standards Domains of Perform, Create, Respond and Connect. Zig addresses the audience using the grade appropriate music terms and definitions as related to the Standards. 
Summary of the Program:

Zig will speak to the audience with a brief overview of the program before performing.

A performance by the artist will introduce world music mixed with music technology.

An interactive introduction of basic rhythm patterns, counting, origins, history, culture, vocabulary, and authentic music from various countries.

After Zig’s music performance the audience will become interactive participants (volunteers are selected byanswering questions from the content introduced during the overview) performing basic rhythm patterns using Zig’s instruments with traditional and contemporary Song Styles. (solo/duet/various ensembles) 30-40 volunteers will be selected to perform an authentic World rhythm ensemble finale.Throughout the program the elements of music will be presented; rhythm, harmony, melody, dynamics, timbre, and orchestration.A brief question and answer session concludes the program. Zig would appreciate that all volunteers respect his instruments with the following conduct :Do not lean on any instrument with your body, they are not furniture.
Always walk around and never step over any instrument or speaker cable.

Program Content:

Rhythm-duple meter, 4/4 time, 6/8 time, cut time, tempo, note and rest values.

Harmony, melody, accompaniment, variations, repertoire of music.

Songform, composing, arranging, intros, codas, phrases.

Dynamics, family of instruments, timbre, names and sounds of instruments.

Orchestration, classify sounds, dynamics, various styles of music, multicultural music.

Proper playing techniques, hand positions, and basic rhythms.

Individual and Ensemble Instrumental participation-building a rhythm band.

Call & Response Vocal ensemble playing rhythm.

Integration of various types of music technology for performance and composition.

World culture and traditional instruments, belief systems reflected in music, influence on history, protest songs, current influence on popular culture, and musical comparisons.

Movement to music, expression through dance, handmade instruments, dramatic espression.

Blending of various culture’s music in contemporary musical styles.

Occupational related fields in music.

Academic skills integrated through music: Social Studies, History, Geography, Math, Interdisciplinary Fine Arts.

To Help Your Audience Appreciate This Performance More Deeply:

Discuss the fundamental elements of music; Melody, Harmony, Rhythm, Dynamics,

Timbre, and Orchestration.

Review various note values according to grade level. (whole/half/quarter/eighth/sixteenth)

Explore the origin and history of percussive instruments. (Where do they come from?)

Identify Latin America, Brazil, Africa, North America, Australia, Asia on a world map and research each country’s contribution to the world of percussion and music.

(suggestion: Internet Search in the Classroom or Library)

Define the difference in hand held instruments(fingers/hands) and mallet/stick instruments.

Review the Families of Instruments with focus on PERCUSSION.

(audition various percussion sounds on an electronic keyboard or keyboard lab)

Discuss the difference between duple (2/4, 4/4) and triple meters (3/4, 6/8)

Refer to Zig’s book, World Beat Fun for notated rhythms, call & response exercises teacher lesson plans, and playalong songs featured in the program. www.handsonwithzig.com

(There are 74 CD tracks and 7 world music play-along songs)

Audience Should be Aware of the Following During the Performance:

Families and number of instruments played with hands, fingers, sticks, mallets, feet, mouth.

(Percussion, Drumset, Technology, bell/woodblock, electronics, etc.)

Palette, timbre and range of sounds. (high vs.low, harsh vs. pleasant, traditional vs.eclectic)

Similarities and differences in electronic and acoustic percussion. (source of sounds, traditional vs. non-traditional) The role of rhythm in context of the larger composition.

(Steady Beat, Tempo, Groove, Accompaniment) Sequenced electronic music, samples, and electronic percussion. (sounds produced from Technology, Computer, Electronic pedals, Sound Modules) Various Styles of music from around the world. (orchestration of compositions, tempo, meter, note vaules, dynamics)

Follow up activities:

Use classroom instruments to form a rhythm band based on content from the program.

Listen and evaluate music included in the program from various countries.

Play a call and answer percussive rhythm game based on patterns learned in the program.

Create your own composition using technology and school instruments.

Vocabulary; (terms used throughout the program)

Afro-Cuban: music of Cuba, West Indies, Africa, and the Caribbean.

Axatse: gourd rattle with a net of beads, the trap.

Bell: any metal instrument used for various rhythms.

Cajon: wooden drums used to play forms of Rumba.

Classroom Instruments: instruments used in the general music class, ex. Percussion.

Clave: two bar rhythm serving as the key to Latin styles of music, also an instrument.

Duet: two people performing a musical selection.

Dynamics: the volume of music, degrees of loudness.

Elements of Music: rhythm, harmony, melody, dynamics, timbre, and orchestration.

Ensemble: group of musicians performing together.

Form: structural organization of a music composition, (ex. AABA, ABAB)

Ghana: West African country known as The Black Star.

Harmony: two or more notes (pitches) played together.

Merengue: National Dance and music of Dominican Republic.

Melody: a succession of single notes, one pitch after followed by another pitch.

Orchestration: designation of which instruments should play which parts of a composition.

Percussion: Family of instruments that can be played by striking, shaking, scrapping.

Pitch: highness or lowness of a note.

Rumba: Afro-Cuban musical form comprised of drumming.

Rhythm: organization of time using long and short notes, a pattern.

Sample: a digitally recorded reproduction of a sound.

Sound Module: an electronic device with numerous available sounds.

Style: form or type of musical composition.

Technique: proper skill required to produce a rhythm or sound on an instrument.

Tempo: the speed of the composition.

Timbre: tonal quality and color of a sound.

Udu: clay pot West African instrument.

Yoruba: Nigerian people, their language and musical styles.

For additional Classroom Lesson Plans and Activities:

World Beat Fun Multicultural Book/CD, Zig Wajler (Alfred Publishing)

Mr. Zig’s Literacy, Music and Technology Connection, Zig Wajler (Alfred Publishing)

For further information of Zig’s educational programs visit: 
www.handsonwithzig.com
www.facecbook.com/handsonwithzig 
