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TEAM Lesson Plan Template

	Teacher: 

	Class: 6th grade Language Arts

	Course Unit: Main Idea & Detail with Poetry

	Lesson Title: Determining Main Idea & Detail using Poetry & Theater

	LESSON OVERVIEW
	Summary of the task, challenge, investigation, career-related scenario, problem, or community link.

	This lesson is designed to help students become more familiar with comprehending poetry by finding the main idea and supporting details, and reviewing poetry elements (stanza and rhyme scheme). By acting out the main idea of poetry examples, students will be able to visualize the text and build their understanding that the details within text provide us our evidence to find the main (central) idea.

Each student’s understanding will be assessed individually and through group collaboration. The students’ understanding from this lesson will help guide further instruction for future poetry lessons.



	STANDARDS
	Identify what you want to teach.  Reference State, Common Core, ACT College Readiness Standards and/or State Competencies.

	Common Core ELA Standards (6th Grade)
RL.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.

RL.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

Theater Standard 2.0

	OBJECTIVE
	Clear, Specific, and Measurable – NOT ACTIVITIES

Student-Friendly

	I can determine the main idea and details from text.

I can collaborate in small groups to create a theater performance.

I can demonstrate my understanding of main idea through tableau and pantomime.


	ASSESSMENT/EVALUATION


	Students show evidence of proficiency through a variety of assessments.

Aligned with the Lesson Objective
Formative/Summative
Performance-Based/Rubric
Formal/Informal

	Students will be assessed throughout the lesson through informal questioning, student discussion, and responses during guided questioning in whole group and small groups. The teacher will also observe the students’ mastery by observing the students’ group planning sheets (captions and tableau planning), Student Reflection Checklists, and their Group Reflection responses. The teacher will also observe and question students during their time in small groups, after performances, and as they reflect.



	MATERIALS
	Aligned with the Lesson Objective
Rigorous & Relevant

	· Smart Board Lesson

· Pencils

· Multiple poetry examples

· Group Planning Sheet

· Reflection Checklist

· Group Jobs/Expectations and Reflection Sheet 


	ACTIVATING STRATEGY
	Motivator/Hook

An Essential Question encourages students to put forth more effort when faced with a complex, open-ended, challenging, meaningful and authentic questions.

	How many of you enjoy seeing new movie previews on TV?

How can you tell what the movie will be about based on the short preview?


	INSTRUCTION
	Step-by-Step Procedures-Sequence
Discover/Explain – Direct Instruction

Modeling Expectations – “I Do” 

Questioning/Encourages Higher Order Thinking 

Grouping Strategies

Differentiated Instructional Strategies to Provide Intervention & Extension 

	1. Students will be asked to talk about the activating strategy questions: “How many of you enjoy seeing new movie previews on T.V.? How can you tell what the movie will be about based on the short preview?” The teacher will call on volunteers and non-volunteers to respond to these questions.

2. The teacher will then introduce the objectives for the lesson. 
3. The teacher will then ask the students to discuss with students at their table groups to review main idea, details, and tableau.
4. Reading and theater vocabulary and terms will then be discussed in more detail. (Tableau is a silent, motionless scene created by actors, like a still picture. Pantomime shows action and movement without words. Focus, space, body position (high/mid/low), and facial expression are also drama terms that will be reviewed.) This will help students best understand the lesson objectives.

5. A quick 3-4 minute “character walkabout” activity will take place. The teacher will model this with a character or emotion familiar to all students. Then the characters will practice with another character, mood, or emotion. After scaffolding their understanding, students will then walkabout the room as different characters. They are to stay within their personal space, use facial expressions, and body positions to show their character.

6. The lesson’s objective will then be explained again to ensure that all students understand the focus for today’s lesson.

7.  The teacher will then introduce and read to students from a poetry example on the Smart Board. The students will listen and follow along as the poem is read aloud.


	GUIDED & INDEPENDENT PRACTICE
	“We Do”-“You Do”

Encourage Higher Order Thinking & Problem Solving

Relevance

Differentiated Strategies for Practice to Provide Intervention & Extension

	8. After the story is read, the teacher will have the students examine the text through guided questioning. “What type of text is this? How do you know this is poetry? What do you notice about the words at the end of each line? How are poems arranged?
9. The teacher then leads the students to discuss the main idea of the poetry example. “What clues help you to determine the main idea?  Explain how you determined the main idea.” 
10. The teacher will then call on volunteers and non-volunteers to create a tableau scene depicting the main idea of the poem discussed whole group.

11. Guided questioning will be asked as the tableau is built and performed. “Is the main idea clear? How do you know the main idea based on the body positions and facial expressions (the details) of the tableau? Are there multiple levels? Did students stay in character by having clear focus? Why did they choose the body position or facial expressions?”

12. Now it’s the students’ turn. Assign students to small groups, each group focusing on a different poetry text. All groups will be heterogeneously grouped, and each student has a role and expectation in their group.

13. Students will read the poem in their group, discuss the main idea, cite the details (evidence) that supports the main idea, write a caption, and brainstorm ideas on how the main idea can be portrayed in a tableau.

14. Students collaborate in their group together. Each student has a specific role and expectation in the group to give them ownership within the group. They should also work to help one another throughout the process. They are to complete the Group Reflection portion as part of their group participation and closure.
15. Students practice, evaluate, and revise the tableau after the main idea and caption have been determined.

16. Students perform their tableau for the class and read their caption aloud. The tableau incorporates the details from the text that supports the main idea.
17. After each performance, students will roll the die to determine which higher order thinking question they will answer following that group’s performance.



	CLOSURE


	Reflection/Wrap-Up

Summarizing, Reminding, Reflecting, Restating, Connecting

	18. After all of the groups have performed, students will reflect on their performances using the Student Reflection Checklist. They will also reflect on their group participation through the Group Reflection sheet.
19. Depending on time, students will have the opportunity to share and discuss their reflections on the lesson.


	CROSS-CURRICULAR CONNECTIONS
	

	This lesson can be used across content areas whenever text is used. Students will be encouraged to determine the main idea and supporting details in a variety of text examples (fiction, non-fiction, articles, advertisements, etc.) throughout different content areas. The main idea can be discussed in relation to problem solving with word problems in math, diagrams and pictures within science, and historical cartoons and letters in social studies.



NOTES:
Extensions:

· Students may develop a beginning tableau, middle action through pantomime, and an ending tableau that represents the main idea of the text if they would like an enrichment activity.

· Students may write a summary of their text instead of a caption. This can be added based on the ability of students in each group.

· Students may improvise and write dialogue that would pair with their tableau, or based on inferences, generalization, and conclusions from the text.
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